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STANDARD CHINESE: THE MOST POPULAR TEXTBOOKS
FOR COMMUNITY CHINESE LANGUAGE SCHOOLS

Standard Chinese is a series of Chinese teaching materials published by the China
People’s Education Press in Beijing -- the largest textbook publisher in the world. With
the sponsorship of Chinese Ministry of Education and China National Office of Chinese
Language International Council, China’s National Curriculum and Teaching Materials
Research Institute organised textbook specialists and special-ranked experienced teachers



to develop these teaching materials in the purpose of preparing for those who are willing
to study Chinese in Australia, New Zealand, Canada and the United States.

Standard Chinese consists of 9 textbooks, 12 exercise books, 9 teacher’s books and 3
Chinese reading books. Audio tapes for Textbook 1 are also available. The whole
textbooks are graded into three levels. Each level has three textbooks and every book has
30 lessons. The grammatical studies are arranged from the easy to the difficult and in a
way of developing in spirals, combining with the training of listening, speaking, reading
and writing. The textbooks have a large format of sixteenmo in colour printing with
beautiful illustrations and photos. Beautifully designed and beautifully printed, Standard
Chinese are very popular among the students, teachers and parents in English and Ethnic
Chinese schools in Australia, Canada and the United States.

Textbooks Level One has Chinese Phonetic Alphabet for all the texts. Most of the texts
are dialogues with characters and situations, and are close to the children’s life.

Textbooks Level Two has more fairy tales, stories and poems with novel, rich and
readable contents. In Textbooks Level One and Two, in addition to texts, every lesson has
basic sentences, new words, phrases and exercises. Vocabularies and phrases are attached
at the end of the book.

On completion of studying Standard Chinese Levels One and Two, the learners can learn
2,540 frequently-used Chinese words, about 6,362 terms and 725 basic sentences with a
preliminary capability of listening, speaking, reading and writing of text with one or two
paragraphs, simple letters and keeping a diary.

Textbooks Level Three are designed for junior high school students. At this stage,
Chinese Reading Books replace the exercise books. Textbooks in this level are divided
into six integrated units. Every lesson has a text, new words and terms, illustrative
phrases and exercises. The textbooks are developed to suit the characteristics of the
students’ age and mentality, having variety of text contents and practical and interesting
exercises, with special attention paid to develop the students’ learning ability and
creativity. Those who have successfully completed Standard Chinese Level Three will
qualify and even exceed the requirements of SAT Chinese and AP Chinese Culture and
Language tests in the U.S.



